&' '

$ ,,

60                          IRONMAKING IN PENNSYLVANIA.

one rolling-mill, owned by Christopher Cowan. Cowan's rolling-
mill was known as the Pittsburgh rolling-mill. The first "patent"
nail machine introduced into Pittsburgh is said to have been used
in this rolling-mill in 1814. The second rolling-mill in Pitts-
burgh was the Union, on the Monongahela river, built in 1819,,
and accidentally blown up and permanently -dismantled in 1829,
the machinery being taken to Covington, Kentucky. This mill
had four puddling furnaces, the first in Pittsburgh. It was also
the first mill in Pittsburgh to roll bar iron.

The following rolling-mills were in operation at Pittsburgh in
1826: Sligo mill was erected where it now stands by Robert T.
Stewart and John Lyon in 1825, but was partly burned down that
year. The Juniata ironworks were owned by Dr, Peter Shoenber-
ger, and were erected in 1824. Grant's Hill works were erected
in 1821 by William B. Hays and David Adams. They stood near
where the court-house now stands. Water for the generation of
steam had to be hauled from the Monongahela river. The Union
rolling-mill, located east of Kensington, (Pipetown,) was the largest
and most extensive of the kind in the Western country. It was
built in 1819, and owned by Messrs. Baldwin, Robinson, McNickle
& Beltzhoover. The Dowlais works, in Kensington, were built by
George Lewis and Reuben Leonard in 1825. At Penn street and
Cecil's alley, where the Fourth Ward schoolhouse now stands, stood
the Pittsburgh rolling-mill, built in 1812, and in 1826 owned
by R, Bowen. On Pine creek was the mill of M. B. Belknap,
operated by both steam and water power. In 1817 this mill was
a scythe and sickle factory. All of these mills did not make bar
iron in 1826: some only manipulated rolled and hammered iron.
In 1825 there were "eight air foundries and .a cupola furnace**
in Pittsburgh. Pig metal for the supply of these foundries and the
rolling-mills was in part obtained from blast furnaces in the neigh-
boring counties, but much of it was brought from the Juniata
valley, which also supplied the mills with most of their blooms.
The Juniata pig iron and blooms'were hauled over the Allegheny
mountains to Johnstown, usually on sleds in the winter season,
and taken down the Conemaugh, Kiskiminetas, and Allegheny .riv-
ers to Pittsburgh with the spring and fall freshets.

In 1829 Pittsburgh had eight rolling-mills, using 6,000 tons of
blooms, chiefly from the Juniata valley, and 1,500 tons of pig metal.
In tie same year there were nine foundries that consumed 3,500
tons of metal. In-1828 the iron rolled was 3,291 tons; in 1829 it